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Apraxia of speech is a speech disorder in which a person has trouble in uttering
what he or she wants to say correctly and consistently. It is not due to weakness,
paralysis of the speech muscles (the muscles of the face, tongue, and lips) or aphasia.

We recorded the utterances of a patient with apraxia of speech and of a sound
Japanese. The most remarkable characteristic of the patient’s speech is the incorrect
use of “prosody.” His voice is very monotonous without word accent, and very slow
and effortful. But he raises his pitch at the end of an utterance, and he lowers it at
the end of a discourse. Rising pitch indicates there is another utterance after this one,
and lowering pitch indicates the discourse is over. Thus, he controls the utterance
intonation and the discourse intonation.

key words: speech sound of the Japanese language, prosody, apraxia of speech,
mora, module
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Darley et al. (1975) p.267 1214,

Apraxia of speech is a distinct motor speech disorder distinguishable
from the dysarthrias (speech disorders due to impaired innervation of
speech musculature) and aphasia (a laguage disorder due to impairment
of the brain mechanism for decoding and encoding the symbol system used
in spoken and written communication). Apraxia of speech is a disorder of
motor speech programming manifested primarily by errors in articulation
and secondarily by copensatory alterations of prosody.
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1. Effortful, trial and error, groping articulatory movements and attempts at
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self-correction.
2. Dysprosody unrelieved by extended periods of normal rhythm, stress, and
intonation.
3. Articulatory inconsistency on repeated productions of the same utterance.
4. Obvious difficulty initiating utterances.
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