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The effort to read the story in terms of the relations between South and North,
with Miss Emily representing the decadent South and Homer Barron the
rapacious North, seems to me ill-conceived in general and indefensible in
particular. (265)
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We had long thought of them as a tableau, Miss Emily a slender figure in
white in the background, her father a spraddled silhouette in the foreground,
his back to her and clutching a horsewhip, the two of them framed by the
back-flung front door. (13)
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Alive, Miss Emily had been a tradition, a duty, and a care; a sort of hereditary
obligation upon the town, dating from that day in 1894 when Colonel Sartoris,
the mayor—he who fathered the edict that no Negro woman should appear
on the streets without an apron——remitted her taxes, the dispensation dating
from the death of her father on into perpetuity. Not that Miss Emily would
have accepted charity. Colonel Sartoris invented an involved tale to the effect
that Miss Emily's father had loaned money to the town, which the town, as a
matter of business, preferred this way of repaying. (9-10)
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But there were still others, older people, who said that even grief could not
cause a real lady to forget noblesse oblige—without calling it noblesse oblige.
They just said, “Poor Emily. Her kinsfolk should come to her.” ... This behind
their hands; rustling of craned silk and satin behind jalousies closed upon the
sun of Sunday afternoon as the thin, swift clop-clop-clop of the matched team
passed: "Poor Emily." (14-15)
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She carried her head high enough—even when we believed that she was
fallen. It was as if she demanded more than ever the recognition of her dignity
as the last Grierson; as if it had wanted that touch of earthiness to reaffirm

her imperviousness. Like when she bought the rat poison, the arsenic. (15)
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... when she found a man, she had had no experience in people. She picked
out probably a bad one, who was about to desert her. And when she lost him
she could see that for her that was the end of life, there was nothing left,
except to grow older, alone, solitary; she had had something and she wanted
to keep it, which is bad—to go to any length to keep something; but I pity
Emily. I don't know whether I would have liked her or not, I might have been



“A Rose for Emily"iZ 38F % 8

afraid of her. Not of her but of anyone who had suffered, had been warped,
as her life had probably been warped by a selfish father. (Jelliffe 70-71)
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When we next saw Miss Emily, she grown fat and her hair was turning gray.
During the next few years it grew grayer until it attained an even pepper-and-
salt iron-gray, when it ceased turning. Up to the day of her death at seventy-

four it was that vigorous iron-gray, like the hair of an active man. (17-18)

% L T. “As they recrossed the lawn, a window that had been dark was lighted
and Miss Emily sat in it, the light behind her, and her upright torso motionless as
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Now and then we would see her in one of the downstairs windows——she had

evidently shut up the top floor of the house—Tlike the carven torso of an idol
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in a niche, looking or not looking at us, we could never tell which. Thus she
passed generation to generation—dear, inescapable, impervious, tranquil, and

perverse. (18)
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him and upon the pillow beside him lay that even coating of the patient and biding
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Then we noticed that in the second pillow was the indentation of a head. One
of us lifted something from it, and leaning forward, that faint and invisible

dust dry and acrid in the nostrils, we saw a long strand of iron-gray hair. (20)
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