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1. Introduction

Current data show that 1.75 Million people, 3% of the world population, are living outside
their mother countries, displaying the scale of transmigration. In Korean society, the number
of immigrants has increased through overseas employment and international marriage since
the late 1980s. Female immigrants recently make up the majority of immigrants in Korea
through the increase of international marriage and female guest workers. In South Korea
marriage migration has recently been one of the important social issues.

According to the Korea National Statistical Office (KNSO), international marriage has
increased up to 9.0% of total marriages in 2011. Since 2000 marriage migration has rapidly
risen. The rate of marriages with foreigners was just 3.5% of the total marriages registered in
2000. It increased to 10.8% in 2009, which is three times higher than in 2000 and shows an
increase by ten times during the total period of 20 years. Such a rapid increase was caused
by the influx of foreign brides from other southeast Asian countries. On the other side, the
divorce ratio also increased gradually during the last years, 1.3% in 2002, 9.4% in 2009 and
12.6% in 2010.

This circumstance will cause big social problems in the future. Statistics by nationality of
migrant women reveal that among migrant women, Vietnamese account for 34.3%, Chinese
women (Korean ethnic minority group in China) 33.9%, Philippine 9.3% and women of other

countries such as Japan, Cambodia, Thai, Uzbekistan and so on.
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Their sudden influx has slowly changed the image of Korean society seen as ‘one people
and one nation’. In this situation academia and policy circles are concerned with how to
integrate the migrant women into Korean society and then, to form a multi-cultural society.
Actually the rapid increase of foreign brides has caused research interests in relation to multi-
culturalism, but the studies tend to rather focus on their social and economic situations in
South Korea. In other words, research on what Koreans think about the migrant women as
well as multiculturalism is rarely done. In this respect, using a qualitative research method the
study will investigate how Koreans having them as neighbors perceive the migrant women.

The main purpose of this article is aimed at international marriage migration and gender
trouble. In other words, it analyzes the Asian female migrants. For this goal, I have
examined the problems of international marriage migration and analyzed the gender trouble
in our society in the era of Globalization. Their difficult lives in Korea will be shown.
Therefore this article attempts to indicate the problems of integration and importance of

understanding each other such as tolerance.

I1. What are the Problems concerning International Marriage Migration Women?

Migration is a multicultural and complex global issue. This lecture shows five basic
themes, by examining the issue of migration from a gender viewpoint and the international
political meaning by clarifying the background and social consequences of the migration
of women. So I want to tell you about the problems of female Migrants: First of all the
economic problems, language acquisition & suitability of culture, use of sexual violence,
violation of human rights and felling of insecurity: the Korean Nationality Act, in which

we find the difference of cultural element.

1I. 1. Economic Problems

I will first analyze the relationship between the social change turned globalization and the
'Feminization of Migration', and discuss the structural background of the feminization of
migration and the socioeconomic marginalization of the migrant women. But we have to

seriously understand the expression of 'feminization of migration', which is recently used
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for the issue of Migrant Workers, because the word 'feminization' is generally giving the
impression of weakening the important issue itself and this phenomenon where more than
50% of the migration flows consists of migrant women. The word feminization could give
the meaning that the migrant women worker could be degraded by the migrant workers of
the same situation. Han Kuk Yom reports that the women account for 69% of the overseas
migration in all Asia, and that the reasons are the poverty of underdeveloped countries and
the unequal economic structure of neo-liberal globalization.

The economic factor is the momentum of the international marriages and the migrants
on the surface but the sense of national homogeneity and the social vision and
accomplishment are the more important ones. Most Korean men married with migrant
women are economically unstable. However, migrant women married Korean men to help
the family and explore a new life. Upon entering Korea, they find out that their husbands do
not have a stable job. Instead of remitting money to the family back in their country, they
even have to go to work to pay their husbands' debt which was used for the marriage, and
they belong to the marginal labor market, because of their lack of Korean language and
understanding culture. To take a job, all education or supporting programs for low-income

Korean women need to be applicable to migrant women.

II. 2. Language Acquisition & Suitability of Culture

The radical increase in the movement of global population exerts an influence on the
political and financial situation of regions and nations concerned, thus bringing about the
expansion of social heterogeneity caused by the diverse cultures and races, which in turn gives
rise to disputes of cultural identity. But most of migrant women do not have any chance
to learn Korean. Therefore, they can't communicate with family members and can't learn
Korean culture. They become perfectly isolated in Korea. Their husband would not talk due
to the language barrier and the family members give them a hard time for their ignorance
of Korean culture. Although they need to meet other Korean or friends who can speak their
language to get necessary information, they are easily forced to get isolated or grounded.

The problems which women in international marriage have faced have a close relation

with the Korean family culture. Man-centered family structure in Korean society is

— 77(16)—



the main blockage to form the self-character and to adjust for the women in international
marriage in their new family structure. Korea has a patriarchate family structure. Moreover,
Korean people have a prejudice towards migrant women that they get married for money.
This attitude and prejudice prevent migrant women from successfully getting integrated into

Korean society.

II. 3. Use of Sexual Violence

There are many international marriage women who are violated in all kinds of ways. They
suffer by the violation of patriarchy and the cultural violation of blood line. What really
migrant women suffer from insulting remarks from their husband in addition to besides
physical assaults. In most international marriages, all the costs are born by Korean husbands.
Therefore, husbands treat their wives like their property, not as spouses. What migrant
women hate to hear is "I buy you, so you have to listen to me." When the husbands do not
like something, they easily say "Get out". These foreign spouses have become "one of their
own", and their own marriage is being viewed as a deal. This is also because they do not
come from the US or European countries, but from economically less-developed countries.
Moreover, there are many cases of sexual abuse by husbands. They are suffering under the
sexual harassment, sexual violation and family violation. When migrant women seem
dissatisfied with sexual life sex with their husbands, they are suspected as if they were having
an affair that insult wives doubting love affairs. And husbands' family members treat migrant
women like either prostitutes or houseworkers. The open-minded dialogue and the family
structure for the sexual equalizing are very important to understand each other and to develop

a good relationship between wife and husband.

I1. 4. Violation of Human Rights

The international marriages being based in the difference of the productivity in each nation
have been carried through the inhumane oppressions and discriminations. But we have not
tried to evaluate the identities of women in international marriage who have looked for better

life styles and developments for them and their families. And we have not guaranteed their
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basic rights to humane life. There are trends that the international married women are not
guaranteed the social values and humane rights of themselves in family structure, and rely on
their religions without solving their inner disagreements and problems.

In the First World, however, their social status declines because international marriage is
defined as 'lower class', and they are racialized because of their race/ethnicity, class and
nationality. They and their children experience discrimination on the street and at school for
example because of their physical appearance—such as a different skin color. In our society
we have discrimination against immigrants which hurts their human rights. In our society,
where the majority of people still recognize migrant women as the secondary sex. Although
their situation is miserable, they can not be protected. As long as they want to stay in Korea,
they have to stand whatever kind of abuse including forced labor, seizure of passport, and
even sexual trafficking.

Most of them have had bad experiences because of different language, culture, customs,
identity and law. They and their children experience discrimination on the street and at

school for example because of their physical appearance - such as a different skin color.

II. 5. Feeling of Insecurity: the Korean Nationality Act

Migrant women married with Korean men have a Visiting Visa, whose holders are
excluded from social welfare services. Furthermore, their legal status is so unstable that for
whatever reason, they become undocumented migrants upon the moment of divorce. There
are even husbands who dumped out migrant women because they want another woman.
Then, they report it to the police as a run-away case and make migrant women undocumented.
The Korean Nationality Act allows migrant women to achieve Korean nationality after 2
years of marriage life, but the husband's guarantee is required in application, which is another
advantage to Korean husbands. In some cases, the husband would not guarantee his wife's
status even after having a baby. To secure migrant women's human rights and right to live, a
legal system for a stable stay and work should be established.

Casting away cultural prejudices and developing the ability of adjustments in contemporary
Korea for the women in international marriage are the main works which have to be solved

for the right formation of identity and settlement within us.
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III. Conclusion and New Openings

In conclusion, I want to emphasize that the rate of migration will greatly help to maintain
higher growth in the future of Korea. The purpose of this article is to examine the current
status of female immigrants in South Korea. To achieve this goal, I have discussed the five
problems or difficulties in a multicultural society regarding the integration policy.

If we fail to recognize the difference, we may fall into the trap of essentializing
multiculturalism. But, if we appreciate the difference, we may enrich this discourse. Thus in
our encounter with each other, our goal is not to avoid conflicts or tension between migrant
women and Korean. Instead, we need to work together to create a global climate in which
difference can be lived as enriching and valuable rather than as the oppressive effect of binary
oppositions.

This article will contribute to the understanding of the current situation of female
immigrants and international marriage and provide practical policy related to promoting
their settlement and welfare. Through such a research, various resettlement issues of female
immigrants, their children and social integration policy could be re-examined and concrete
measures will be suggested.

The prejudice and lack of understanding on international marriage, conflicts with a spouse
or the family members derived from cultural gap or language barrier result in migrant
women's suffering and even the crisis of marriage life. And the identity of children from
international marriage is also a potential problem for Korean society. The government
should have the capability to render assistance to these new migrants and their families, so
that this new generation of migrants can be fostered to become the country's mainstream

leaders in the future of Korean society.
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